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LUELLA HIGH SCHOOL 
Pride News #2: August 7 - 11 

 

Good evening….to ALL.  

I am excited to report that our first week in The Lion’s Den went well. We now turn to week #2 and 

onward.  

This week in addition to continuing our school work, some of our athletic teams begin playing games: 

Volleyball and Softball. The others will begin in the next few days. After this week, please refer to the 

Activities calendar on our website. We’ll try to keep it updated for the current week and the week ahead.  

As we begin week #2, students will receive a copy of their class schedule in second period on Monday. 

These schedules should be the student’s final schedule. The counselors have worked hard this past week 

in revising schedules.  

With each passing year, our school continues to better define our Personalized Learning work. This year 

one of our major foci is increasing student agency: empowering students on a consistent basis to be able 

to learn in a personal way and provide students with an opportunity to demonstrate how they have 

mastered their course work.  

In order to fully focus students and teachers on specific learning goals, each teacher will provide students 

with an ICAN Lesson Plan. The lesson plan format: 

 Identifies the standards and competencies that students need to master in the applicable unit of 

study – called Learning Targets. 

 Provides students with some choices in Learning Activities meant to provide them resources and 

practice in acquiring the skills and knowledge the students need to master. 

 Lists the ways students can show mastery of the Learning Targets – the summative assessment.  

 Asks students to reflect on their learning process in order to help them improve that learning 

process in the future.  

I believe this format allows students to better understand the what, how and when of the curricula they 

need to master in each class. It potentially provides them the opportunity to vary their pace in covering 

the material and the method and timing of how they demonstrate their mastery. This range of choices will 

encourage the student and teacher to work together to personalize the learning for students.  

In order to provide you the opportunity to keep track of and help your student with their schoolwork, all 

teachers have linked these lesson plans with available resources off of their web page that is under the 

Faculty/Staff tab on our website. I truly hope you’ll continue to be an integral part of our work – 

supporting your students and her/his teachers.  

Thank you to the voters of Henry County who passed in the most recent SPLOST. The Henry County 

Board of Education has now been able to provide funding for the Empower HCS program – Powering 

Personalized Learning. This is a 1 – to – 1 student learning device initiative. The program will provide for 

each high school student an HP Chromebook 11 G5 EE. When every student in our school has a laptop 

computer for her/his use throughout the school, our school is changed forever.  

Our approach to teaching and learning will not change, rather the access and availability of resources and 

needed programs will be at each student’s fingertips daily both at school and at home. Nothing will 
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replace the caring, hardworking teachers at Luella High School and their daily work with students, but the 

Empower Program will allow everyone to expand possibilities.  

Currently, additional information about the program is provided on our website. The week of August 14 - 

18, we’ll be sending a flyer home with each student that provides preliminary information and multiple 

resources that you might explore. 

Beginning of school information: “The Lion’s Return to The Lion’s Den” is still available on the website.  

Specific information about graduation season will be posted soon, and I’ll address it in Pride News once 

the information is posted.  

 For seniors, Cady Studios will be taking senior portraits and pictures on Thursday, August 10. 

Seniors do need to have a prior appointment.  

o See our website for full information from Cady Studios.   

As our year continues to progress in our doing the business of school, I thank you for your patience and 

support and hope you’ll continue to work with us in a patient, understanding way.  

Let us know if you have questions and please know we’ll do our best to get back with you as soon as 

possible.  

And, as always,  

GO Lions! 

Jerry Smith, Jr.  

 

 


